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Maine Farmer, 


Tho State College. 





The condition of the Maine State ‘College 
of Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts, lo- 
eated at Orono, is a matter that concerns 
the whole people of the State, since for sey- 
eral years it has been fully recognized as 
one of our public institutions. Whether it 
would have been better at the outset, to 
have given the funds which went to estab- 
lish this institu’ion, to some one of our 
then existing Colleges, on condition that 
such College should establish a department 
of Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts, is 
no longer a question for discussion, since 
it was exhaustively discussed at the time, 
and the Legislature deliberately decided to 
use the funds for the establishment of a 
separate institution, to be under the con- 
trol and management of the State, through 
a board of trustees appointed by the Govy- 
ernor and Council. The principles upon 
which the institution was founded are well 
defined, and when the rules and regula- 
tions which were to govern it were adopted 
and promulgated, there was a virtual con- 
tract between the State on the one part, 
and such students as might attend the in- 
stitution on the other which centract is still 
binding. 

The State offered free tuition to all who 
might attend and conform to the rules and 
regulations. It also pnomised that indi- 
gent students and others who might desire 
it, should be aided by being furnished with 
labor upon the farm, ata fair compensa- 
tion. In addition to studies pursued in oth- 
er institutions, there was to be instruction 
in the science and art of agriculture, and 
alsoin machanics. These were not tobe 
merely theoretically taught, but were to be 
practically illustrated upon the farm and in 
the shops. Having established the college 
upon this basis, the State was and is bound 
to furnish the meang or what is needed 
over and above the income of the college 
funds, for carrying their own established 
rules and regulations into effect, and con- 
tinue to furnish them until due notice shall 
have been given of the proposed repeal of 
the laws establishing the college and the 
rules governing it, and until they are re- 
pealed. Up to the last session of the Leg- 
islature, the State has fairly redeemed its 
pledges, and appropriations have beeh 
made to meet the deficiencies, but the last 
Legislature refused to appropriate a dol- 
lar. They did pass a bill giving the 
management of the college the right to 
charge tuition of the students, but this 
could not be done without a gross violation 
of the contract, so far as the students then 
in attendance were concerned, and we are 
glad to know that the unjust Statute has 
not been enforced by the trustees. 

The change proposed by this Legislation 
is subversive of the whole plan of the col- 
lege, and if persisted in and carried out, in 
our judgment, it will ruin it. Those unable 
to pay the increased expense will be kept 
away, and those who have the means to 
pay will prefer to go to some older and bet- 
ter endowed institution. It is equally cer- 
tain that the institution cannot be success- 
fully carried on upon the income of its in- 
vested funds. It is now of no avail to com- 
plain of the manner in which the land scrip 
from which these funds arose, was dispos- 
ed of, except to show that the mismanage- 
ment, if mismanagement there was, was en- 
tirely by the State and not by the direct 
management of the college, and that the 
State is therefore under a still greater ob- 
ligation to supply any deficiency which 
may arise in the proper management of the 
institution. Had the lands which were do- 
nated by the general government been dis- 
posed of to the best advantage, the income 
would have been sufficient for all the pur- 
poses of te college, but the Legislature 
passed an act authorizing the Governor and 
Council to dispose of them, and they were 
sold ata very low price, the last install- 
ment much against the judgment of the 
trustees. One State which had but little 
more than half the land that Maine did, dis- 
posed of it so as to realize more than twice 
the amount. 

We understand that the regular income 
of the college funds, is about eight thou- 
sand dollars, a sum which any person of 
ordinary apprehension can see, is insuffi- 
cient for conducting the institution ina 
proper manner, including necessary repairs. 
The large farm connected with the institu- 
tion was not intended to be carried on for 
profit, and hence it has never been a source 
ofincome. When purchased, it was run 
out and the farm buildings were inade- 
quate. Much inthe way of improvement 
has been done, and the farm is now in fine 
condition. A nice barn has been built, but 
no better than any farmer having so much 
cultivated land, should have. The farm 
was intended first as an experiment farm 
or station where experiments might be 
tried and results obtained which might be 
beneficial to the farmers of the State, and 
second, to afford the students a chance to 
obtain a practical knowledge of agricul- 
ture, and aid them in paying their expens- 
es. Experiment agriculture is not likely to 
be very remunerative, as every farmer 
knows, and the students do not constitute 
the most profitable of help. But this year 
the farm comes the nearest to paying its 
expenses that it ever has, and the deficien- 
cy if any, will be small. 

Much has appeared in these columns con- 
cerning the State College since it was 
founded, but we visited the institution re- 
cently for the first time, and a brief record 
of our impressions may not be entirely de- 
void of interest. If our visit could have 
been made earlier in the season, the college 
and its surroundings would have appeared 

more attractive, but the November day 
proved to be pleasant, and ‘the occasion on 
the whole, was very enjoyable. We were 
most cordially greeted by President Fer- 
nald and his estimable lady, and were af- 
forded every facility for gaining what in- 
forma'ion we could in a single day's in- 
Spection. The college buildings are sub- 
stantial structures of brick, and are ample 
for the purposes for which they were in- 
tended. ‘The situation is elevated some- 
what above the surrounding country, and 
from the college, the President’s house and 
the farm buildings, the broad acres of the 
farm can be seen, extending away to the 
Penobscot, and the country bordering on 
the river can be seen for most of the dis- 
tance between Stillwater and Orono Vil- 
lage. It is a fine, healthy location, and the 
several buildings belonging to the institu- 


tion are conveniently and also tastefully ar- 
ranged. 

President Fernald kindly arranged the 
recitations so that we could spend a half 
hour with most of the classes. It being 
near the close of the term, the classes were 
reviewing, and the work in the engineering 
department, and also the vise work in the 
shops were suspended. ‘The first recitation 
we attended was by the class in Mental and 
Moral Science, before President Fernald, 
who also heard the class in trigonometry. 
These classes appeared admirably, indi- 
cating good progress and thorough instruc- 
tion. We next attended the lecture by 
Prof. Jordan on the plow, showing the dif- 
ference in the draft between the wheel and 
the swing plow, &c. Prof. Jordan isa 
graduate of the college and Professor of 
Agriculture, and is a very promising teach- 
er. His articles in our columns have ren- 
dered his name familiar to our readers. 
Next we heard the class in chemistry be- 
fore Prof. Aubert. The lesson was upon 
the formation of soils from the disintegra- 
tion of different rocks, and was very inter- 
esting. ‘The Professor is of French extrac- 
tion and obtained his education largely in 
Europe. We then heard a lecture by Mr. 
C. H. Fernald, Professof of Natural His- 
tory, upon stock-breeding, and the subject 
was very intelligently discussed and ex- 
plained. Prof. Fernald is an enthusiastic 
naturalist, and the collections he has made 
for the use of the college, are extensive and 

valuable. The exercises of the class closed 
in season for us to hear the last half of a 
lecture by Prof. Fletcher; late Principal of 
the Normal School at Castine, upon the 
subject of teaching. Nearly all the classes 
were present at this exercise as most of the 
students propose to teach during the vaca- 
tion. The lecture was practical and to the 
point, and was listened to with marked at- 
tention. Lectures of this kind are of great 
value, and especially to the tyro who has yet 
to teach his first school. Prof. Pike is in- 
structor in engineering, Prof. Hamlin in 
drawing and field engineering, and Prof. 
Rogers in modern languages and military 
science. The last two are graduates of the 
college. 
The college faculty is made up of earnest 
men, some in middle life, but most of them 
young, and each thoroughly devoted to his 
chosen branch of study. The instruction 
given is eminently practical and calculated 
to prepare the student for the active duties 
of life, be his chosen profession or calling 
what it may. President Fernald is a ripe 
scholar, has had long experience in teach- 
ing, and has been connected with the col- 
lege from its commencement. He is now 
in the prime and vigor of life, and is will- 
ing and anxious to devote his entire ener- 
gies to the college. But to make his labors 
successful, he must not be cramped for 
funds. Neither should he be compelled to 
come before the Legislature every year and 
urge upon the State the necessity of its sus- 
taining its own offspring. There should be 
no extravagance allowed in its manage- 
ment. Every expenditure should be care- 
fully scrutinized by the Legislature, but 
what it needs to carry out the original 
plan, it should have. ‘The faculty should 
have a fair compensation for their labor 
and no more. ‘The farm should now not only 
be self-sustaining, but should be a source 
of some profit. The buildings should be 
keptin good repair, and the walks, drive- 
ways and grounds in good condition. The 
stock of apparatus should not be allowed 
to deteriorate, and lastly, faith should be 
kept with the students. The want of the 
small appropriation asked for last winter, 
and which the Legislature so peremptorily 
refused, has been seriously felt during the 
whole year, and in consequence, many 
things have been neglected which the good 
of the institution required to be done. 

The Maine State College was established 
for the benefit of the farmers and mechan- 
ics of the State, and shall it be given up or 
allowed to die from starvation, before it 
has had a fair trial? It is for the farmers 
and mechanics to determine. They always 
have a majority in the Legislature, and 
have it in their power to grant the needed 
support or withhold it. They should act 
deliberately and upon their own judgment. 
and not be led by demagogues who would 
sacrifice the dearest interests of the State 
to gratify their own selfish purposes. If, 
after mature deliberation, the farmers and 
mechanics of the State come to the conclu- 
sion that they do not need nor want such 
an institution, while we should entirely 
disagree with their decision, we would ad- 
vise them to wind it up in the shortest pos- 
sible way, and not permit it to die a linger- 
ing death. But we do not believe that any 
conclusion adverse to the continuance and 
support of the institution will be reached. 
The several leading religious denomina- 
tions of the State have their colleges which 
the State has generously endowed. These 
turn out scores of lawyers, doctors and min- 
isters, but few farmers and mechanies, and 
shall there not be one institution in the 
State where practical instructien shall be 
given to those who wish to engage in in- 
dustrial pursuits? The day for sneering at 
book-learning for the farmer amd mechan- 
ics has passed away forever, and it is a ree- 
ognized fact that a knowledge of both the 
science and the art are essentiai to the high- 
est success in farming, or in any other in- 


dustrial pursuit. 
- 


Fattening Animals. 


In fattening animals certain rules with 
regard to feeding can be advantageously 
followed out, rules which however obvious 
are too often neglected. The food should 
be prepared in such a manner that all its 
nutritive properties may be made available 
.to the use of the animal, and at the same 
time, be appropriated with the least possi- 
ble expenditure of muscular energy. Hay 
should be cut, all grains should be ground 
and roots properly sliced; in short, all food 
should be given in such a condition that as 
little time and labor as possible on the part 
of the animal, shall be required in eating 
it. The unnecessary waste of the tissues 
caused by muscular effort must be supplied 
at the expense of growth and fat. 

The food should also be in abundance 
from the time the fattening process is be- 
gun to the time the animal is slaughtered. 
Health and appetite should be promoted by 
a frequent change of diet but never by a 
short allowance. The fattening animal 
that is starved one day and stuffed the next 
will make too slow progress: for either the 
pleasure ot profit of the farmer. An im- 
portant requisite is that the food shall be 
given regularly. If an animal is irregularly 
fed, it soon acquires a restless disposition 











is disturbed and excited at every appear- 
ance of its feeder, andis far from that 
quiet and undisturbed condition so essen- 
tial to the accumulation of fat. An animal 
if rightly treated, will acquire habits of 
regularity in eating as readily as a person, 
and its effect in the improvement of its 
health and condition are equally apparent. 
When at the regular hour, a fattening ox, 
sheep or hog has had its regular meal, as 
soon as it is eaten, they compose them- 
selves to rest, with the apparent conscious- 
ness that their digestion is not to be dis- 
turbed, or their quiet broken by unseason- 
able invitations to eat. 

Another important requisite is that the 
animal should not be needlessly intruded 
upon between the hours of feeding. All 
animals fatten much faster in the dark 
than in the light, a fact that can be reason- 
ably accounted for only from their greater 
quiet. The surest sign that a pig is do- 
ing well, is when he retiftes to sleep and 
cogitate, as soon as it has consumed its 
food. Turkeys and geese are among the 
most irritable and impatient of restraint of 
all domesticated creatures, but they will 
fatten rapidly when contined in dark rooms, 
and are only fed at stated hours, by the 
hand. Animals when fattening should 
never be alarmeg, never rapidly driven, 
and most of all, should never want for 
food. The flesh of animals properly fat- 
tened is much sweeter and tenderer, and 
will bring a much better price in the mar- 
ket, than those fed and fattened in the 
loose, slipshod way, too often practiced by 
our farmers. ‘Anything that is worth do- 
ing at all is worth doing well,” is an old 
maxim, and to no business does ‘it apply 
with greater force than that of fattening 
animals for the market. 


ee +e . 
The Great American Bird. 

Our cut this week is a fine representation 
of the great American bird mis-called the 
turkey. The white-headed eagle is* the 
emblematic device of the United States, 
but the eagle is found in all parts of the 
habitable world, while the turkey is a na- 
tive of North America, where it was found 
when this continent was first discovered. 
The turkey belongs to the gallinaceous or 
hen family of birds, and when wild they 
are often found in flocks numbering hun- 
dreds. Domesticated turkeys are now 
found in most European countries, having 
been introduced there from the United 
States. The domesticated fowl is, in many 
respects, a great improvement on his wild 
ancestor, and the bronze turkey is said to 
be the ne plus ultra ef the turkey race. 
The earlier ornithologists supposed the tur- 
key to be a native of Africa and the East 
Indies, and its name originated. from the 
belief of some old naturalist that it was a 
native of Turkey. But all controversy on 
the subject ceased long ago, and America 
now enjoys the unquestioned honor of havy- 
ing given this great and noble bird to the 
world. 
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Notes. 

Following is a description of two mares 
lately brought to this State from Kentucky 
by Gen. Tilton: Bay filly, Fairlady, foaled 
1877; bred by J. S. Rogers, Georgetown, 
Ky., got by Dictator, (brothers of Dexter ;) 
Ist dam by Almont, 2d dam by Zenith, son 
of American Eclipse, 3d dam (thorough- 
bred) by Grey Eagle. ‘his filly is fine, 
large and stout. No better breed one cap 
be found, uniting, as she does, the Mes- 
mesger blood from so many different chan- 
nels, two of them being from thorough- 
bred sources. Iron gray filly, Sonora, 
foaled 1877, bred by Gen. W. 'T. Withers. 
Kentucky, got by C. M. Clay, Jr., (Strad- 
ers;) Ist dam by Almont, 2d dam by Pilot, 
Jr. Sonorais an extra good one in size, 
form and gait. 

Mrs. Fairbanks who resides on Winthrop 
street, placed upon our table one day last 
week a dozen nice pears of the Vicar of 
Winkfield variety. They were mellow, 
juicy and delicious, and the best winter 
pears we have seen this year. Mrs. F. ev- 
idently knows how to take care of them af- 
ter they are gathered, as well as how to 
grow them. 

England is five hundred thousand bales 
short of hops, and that beer drinking peo- 
ple-are much exercised at the prospect of 
a scarcity of their favorite beverage. The 
United States however, can supply a large 
part of the deficiency, and the export of 
American hops promises to be relatively, 
as remarkable as that of wheat. The price 
of hops has been very low for several years 
past, and many farmers have plowed them 
up and put the land to other uses. Amer- 
ican hops are not generally liked in Eng- 
land, but the complete failure of the crop 
in Kent and in other hop growing sections. 
has obliged the English brewers to come to 
this country for a supply. Last year hops 
were a drug in the New York market at 
five cents per pound, and now good hops 
bring from forty to fifty cents. Even the 
old hops on hand which are much inferior 
to the new, are going off at high prices. 
Those who have hops to sell, this year, 
will make a good thing out of them. 

The foilowing communication appeared 
in the MAINE FARMER forty years ago, and 
shows that progress in some things has cer- 
tainly been made since that time: ‘As the 
two last winters have been unusually se- 
vere, and much wood has of course been 
consumed, it has led me to enquire through 
your useful paper, if there cannet be very 
considerable saving of that article in vari- 
ous ways. One prominent one is, in better 
securing our apartments or rooms from 
the cold. This can be done by plastering 
before the cold weather sets in. I have 
been told by some who have used them, 
that cast iron fire-places save at least one- 
third of the fuel which would otherwise 
be used. Will some one who has tried one 
inform me if this is true—if so the cost of 
one would be saved in one such winter as 
the two last. I find that wood in many 
places is growing scarce and commands a 
high price. This is a subject of considera- 
ble conseqnence to all, and I hope your cor- 
respondents will give us all the information 
they possess on the subject. I hope a cal- 
culation will be made as to the difference 
between burning seasoned and green wood. 
I have burnt green wood through the past 
winter and have found too much use for 
the bellows, besides it takes a long time in 
the morning to get a suitable fire for cook- 
ing breakfast.” 

In our issue of last week we inadvertent- 


ly gave Mr. Beecher of Illinois, the credit 
of o the fat 








bred in England and was never in this 
country 


Communications, 


For the Maine Farmer. 
“Are our Barn Cellars Doing us In- 
jury?” 

The above query is raised by a corres- 
pondent of the FARMER in your last issue. 
Evidently he had in mind the condition in 
which manure is sometimes found when 
stored in a barn cellar. Weall know that 
manure from the stock dropped into a cel- 








.lar and then trodden down into a solid 


mass by the tramp of hogs or other ani- 
mals kept upon it, remains precisely in 
that crude, green state for an indefinite 
time. Neariy all barn manure is mixed 
more or less with straw and other litter 
used around the stock; and this, even, will 
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remain entirely unchanged. I have known 
of several cases, where farmers had built 
new barns with cellars under them, when 
they were sadly disappointed in the effect, 
or rather lack of effect, of such manure 
taken directly from the cellars and ap- 
plied to the land. They actually came to 
the conclusion that the cellar was working 
an injury, for their manure they said 
“wast good for anything.” They could 
get but little benefit from it. They had 
been using manures from unsheltered 
yards and heaps where the atmospheric in- 
ee had partially decomposed it. and 

ected promptly, and the plants felt its 
influence at once. If they were not in the 
habit of studying out the reasons for what 
they saw. it is not at all strange that they 
came to the conclusion that the cellar was 
working them injury. But the trouble was 
not with their cellars, but with their man- 
agement. 

I believe it is an accepted fact, unques- 
tioned by all intelligent farmers who have 
given the matter attention, that manure 
properly housed is far more valuable than 
when left in open yards. It is, too, quite 
as well established that a cellar is the most 
economical arrangement for the purpose. 
It does not by any means follow that be- 
cause manure is housed in a cellar that it 
must be in that crude and insoluble condi- 
tion that renders it comparatively valueless. 
Green manure is not plant food. Decom- 
position must take place before any consid- 
erable portion of the plant food in the ma- 
nure is available tothe plant. The barn 
cellar is the place for this. But instead of 
putting hogs or other animals upon this 
manure to tramp and pack it, it should be 
allowed to lay light so that at least par- 
tial decomposition shall take place, before 
it is applied to the land. When absorbing 
material is used to take up the liquid ma- 
nures, and mingled with the solids, and the 
whole allowed to remain as above indica- 
ted. I believe no one will have occasion to 
complain that his manure from the cellar 
“is not good for anything,” or that his 
barn cellar is “doing him injury.” 

Turner. Z. A. G. 


For the Maine Farmer, 


Large ws. Small Potatoes. 


The question “Shall we use large or 
small potatoes for seed is again having its 
annual discussion in our agricultural pa- 
pers. The advocates of the first come for- 
ward with carefully conducted experiments 

oing to show that none but large or me- 
San sized tubers should be planted under 
penalty of the “running out” of the crop 
in two or three seasons. ‘Then the opposi- 
tion brings forward as equally carefully 
conducted experiments proving that the 
size is immaterial and advocate the plant- 
ing of small seed on account of its being of 
less value and of the much larger breadth 
of land planted per bushel. It seems that 
the laws governing this, as well asa great 
many other questions in Agricultural 
Science should have been finally decided 
and universally adopted in our practice a 
long time ago. I venture the following: 
reasoning from observation and experi- 
ments, a fully developed tuber cultivated 
under favorable circumstances, will grow a 
thrifty stalk on which will grow seed, 
every time. The tuber will not attain so 
large a growth on account of the develop- 
ment of the seed but will possess a consti- 
tution and vigor anda power to transmit 
to a future piant, some qualities not pos- 
sessed by a barren plant tuber. While the 
skillful breeders of the Durhams the Jer- 
seys and the Herefords can perpetuate and 
improve the desirable qualities of their sev- 
eral breeds, it would seem unfortunate that 
potatoes possessing the splendid qualities 
of the Jackson's and the Early Rose should 
be doomed to degenerate and finally dis- 
earded and lost. I believe this is not neces- 
sarily so. When our cultivators realize the 
importance of keeping our potato seed up 
to its highest standard of excellence. and 
devote that patient investigation and ex- 
periment that its importance demands, I 
am sure their reward will not be withheld; 
this is a fruitful field of investigation for 
our Agricultural Colleges. 

Potatoes that set by the middle of June, 
will ripen perfect by September 20th. 
Some varieties earlier. Sometimes when a 
heavy rain follows adry June, or a high 
wind that beats the tops down, or some pe- 
euliar electrical state of the atmosphere 
these’ may cause another set of tubers to 
make their appearance, so in the fall the 
same hill may contain potatoes quite ripe 
and others unripe and of smaller growth. 
An experiment from these, I am confident 
would be in favor of small seed, for I be- 
lieve a potatoe not quite ripe will produce 
the largest tuber while it weakens the vig- 
or and vitality of the potatoe if planted 
the following year. Fora series of Years 
we have had a blight or rust strike our po- 
tato fields about the first week in August. 
stopping all growth. While there may be 
some satisfaction in seeing the potatoe 
bugs starve yet our yield of potatoes is 
growing much less every year and when 
this state of affairs changes I think we 
shall be obliged to send to more favorable 
sections for seed. I think this one great 
cause of the potatoe rot of the present 
season. Our potato crop is much the 
most valuable of any of our Agricultural 
exports from Maine, and any experiments 
or sound theories advanced may be of val- 
ue. North Kennebec. 


For the Maine Farmer. 
Washington County. 


Would a report of the doings of some of 
the ‘Way down east” farmers be of in- 
terest ? so, I will try and make a brief 








. Ihave been unable to ascertain any- 
thing of a definite nature as regards 


products of the farms of Washington 
county, or in other words, I cannot give 
the exact figares, but can give the estimates 
of some of the principal crops. The wheat 
crop in this part of the State is very large. 
There has been more wheat raised in this 
county, the past season, than there ever 
was in any of the years past; and prepara- 
tions are being made for a still larger crop 
the coming season. Several of the smaller 
towns have raised enough for supplying 
the home demand. Now candidly, is this 
not better than sending our money West 
for flour? The wheat this season is not so 
heavy nor quite as good as the crop of 
last year, owing to a backward spring and 
avery wet harvest time. It was almost 
impossible to dry the grain in the fields. 
I hope in the near future to give you the 
exact number of bushels of wheat raised 
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in the county. Atthe present time, as I 
have before stated, I am not prepared. The 
next—and a few years since the principal 
crop. the potato, is this year above the aver- 
j age. both as to quality and quantity. The 
| Colorado ten stripe nuisance has been visit- 
ing us through the season in rather too 
large numbers, but as he meets with a very 
crushing reception from one and all, it is 
presumed his stay with us will be of short 
duration. Mr. Benj. Lincoln of Dennys- 
| ville has raised 500 bushels of potatoes on 
jone acre the past season. Who can beat 
}this? While | am speaking of Dennysville, 
I may as well say that I think it one of the 
sinartest farming towns in the State, taking 
into consideration the number of acres in 
the township and number of inhabi- 
tants. Last year it was conceded the 
“banner town of the county” for wheat 








raising. Undoubtedly it is the same 
this year. The turnip crop for the 
past few years is below the average 
with us. Barley and oats are a 


rood crop and better than the average. 
Suckwheat below. and in some towns re- 
ported almost a failure, owing to the rust. 
This being an off year, the fruit crop is 
rather light. 

The farmers and members of the Wash- 
ington County Agricultural Society held 
their annual meeting for the election of offi- 
cers for the ensuing year and transacting 
other business, recently, at Pembroke. Ap- 
pended is a list of officers chosen for ensu- 
ing year: President, M. L. Wilder, Pem- 
broke; Vice Presidents, Luther Lakin, 
Dennysville, Otis Lincoln, Perry, Lucas 
W. Gardner, Charlotte; Trustees, Caleb 
Gilman, Meddybemps, 8S. C. Campbell, 
Pembroke, Robert W. Tedd, Robbinston; 
Secretary, H. F. Porter, Pembroke; Treas- 
urer, P. E. Vose, Dennysville; Committee 
on Live Stock, O. W. Gardner, Dennys- 
ville, H, R. Lincoln, Perry, M. L. Wilder, 
Pembroke; Committee on Farms and 
Crops, C. W. Hersey, Pembroke, Thomas 
McCarley, Dennysville, Hayden McAllister, 
Robbinston; Committee on Manufactures, 
Lucas W. Gardner, Charlotte, John H. 
Coggins, Pembroke, Simon Pottle 2d, 
Perry ;Committee on Pedigrees Washington 
County Agricultural Society Herd Register, 
C. W. Hersey, HI. F. Porter, Pembroke, N. 
S. Allan, Dennysville. 

We append the list of premiums awarded 
to the farmers of this part of the county. 
on wheat and corn, paid out of the State 
stipend: First premium on best crop of 
wheat, Alfred Kilby of Dennysville, 48 
bushels on one acre of land, $15; 2d, to A. 
W. Fisher of Charlotte, 31 bushels 23 quarts 
on one acre of land, $10; 3d, Thos. Robin- 
son of Dennysville, 31 bushels on one acre 
one and one-sixth rods.of land. $5. Corn— 
First premium to Luther Lakin, Dennys- 
ville, 45 bushels on the ear on 52 rods of 
land, $10; 2d, Eben Swan, Charlotte, 2614 
bushels on the ear on 44 rods of land, $6. 

My intention was, as you may have noticed 
in the beginning of this article. to make a 
few brief remarks, and how well I have car- 
ried out my intentions you can judge. When 
I do get started talking about farms and 
farming, I do not really know where to 
end. The beginning is easy. to end is diffi- 
cult. It is now nearly if not quite a year 
since my last report to the FARMER was 
written, and when friends have not met for 
so long a time is it any wonder they should 
be pleased and talk fast? I think of a 
number of things I would like to talk of, 
but time and space will not permit, I can 
only add my good wishes for the long life 
and prosperity of both the good old MAINE 
FARMéx« and its editors. May the farmer 
readers of this paper reap bountiful returns 
for their toil. S. A. W. 

Pembroke. 

———————+@r— 
For the Maine Farmer. 


The Farmer’s Daty. 


A good farmer is always anxious to know 
more, while the poor, shiftless farmer is 
laboring under the delusion that he already 
knows enough. One can never measure his 
ignorance or knowledge by himself alone 
asastandard. It is necessary to compare 
notes with his fellow-workers in the same 
line of business. The lower the level 
which a man is willing to occupy, the leas 
his range of vision, while as he steps up 
higher his horizon broadens, opportunities 
present themselves, new fields of discovery 
appear and the individual becomes more 
comprehensive, more intelligent and more 
successful. ‘There is a pleasure in gaining 
information, which is a stimulant to greater 
exertion. The more a man learns, the 
greater his desire to acquire knowledge. 
Few men are inclined to do their best with- 
out the excitement or friction of rivalry or 
competition. One energetic, enthusiastic, 
successful farmer is apt to leaven a whole 
neighborhood with his sterling qualities. A 
few determined men can influence a whole 
village. How important then that every 
farmer should make up his mind to perform 
well his part; to fulfil his duty as a citizen, 
as well as the head of a family; to sustain 
and encourage, in ever so humble a way, 
the noble art of agriculture. 

Fort Fairfield. SAMUEL EVERETT. 
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For the Maine Farmer. 
Lotter from the South. 


During the last several months I have re- 
ceived numerous inquiries relative to busi- 
ness and the farm pros of North 
Carolina. There is but little money in the 
country consequently in most cases, the 
farmer is compelled to take gem for the 

ge profit. 


igh | I would like to hear the opinions of 








the most successful farmers plant so as to 
have but one and that produces only one 
ear. Wheat does not produce as well but 
I think makes superior flour. Oats do well 
ang in the mountainous districts, apples 
produce well but are apt to drop from the 
tree early in October and the flavor of the 
apples is not so fine, therefore they do not 
sell for that price that northern fruit does. 
Grass does not do so well nor is it required, 
as the winters are less severe. A person 
can get a living here, if he lives on the 
products of the soil fullas easy as at the 
North, but if he wants those little deli- 
cacies which tempt the appetite, I think it 
will take more labor to get them than at 
the North. Nearly every farmer raises 
sorghum from which he makes his own 
molasses and for most purposes, I prefer 
it to West India. Last summer, I went up 


to the top of Mt. Mitchell on the Black Mt. 
which iv 6720 feet above the sea. There I 
found tae tir tree, which grows on the low 
lands of Maine. This is the highest moun- 
tain east of the Rocky Mountains. On the 
top of that mountain the soil is black as 
the muck of Maine.. The above is applica- 
ble to Western Nozih Carolina, I might 
add that sheep do we!. and it would be a 


profitable business if it was not for 
dogs and wild animals both of which 


make sad havoc in the flock. In a ride of 
300 miles on horse back to Charleston, 3S. 
C..all but 50 miles iscotten producing coun- 
try. [found nine-tenths of the land very poor 
and I predict that in 15 years the negroes 
will be the principal owners of these plan- 
tations. They are good workers, prudent, 
live cheap and are better adapted to the 
country than the whites. In that distance 
I saw hundreds of fine mansions which in 
slavery times, were kept in good repair, 
now going to decay and the owner 
growing poor. There is no law for im- 
prisonment for debt in this state as in 
youg@tate, so that the debts are of honor 
and in most cases paid. Lawyers almost 
starve, 80 you see that they got rid of that 
relic of barbarism before you though 
*Dirigo” is the motto of your State. A 
large area of cotton is planted and good 
returns both in crop and price. 
5S. P. MAYBerry. 
Charleston, S.C. 
— _ +e —— 
For the Maine Farmer. 


Sugar in Aroostook. 


The question of sugar production in 
Aroostook county is so dependent upon the 
success of the season's work among the 
beets which are now accumulating at the 
works in Portland, that we note with deep 
interest all that is said about the growth of 
the beets and the progress of the sugar 
making at the factory. It is gratifying to 
know that suitable painstaking in the hand- 
ling of the beets, produced even this last 
season a bountiful return in the tons per 
acre. It seems now to be an established 
fact that if one gives the beets the same 
culture as corn. he will not fail to receive 
adequate returns for all his labor and time. 
The farmers in the ‘Sugar belt’ will do 
well to keep right along in the raising of 
the beets, and not for a moment consider 
the expediency of the movement as settled 
one way or the other, until at least a five 
years’ trial has been made. We are sorry 
to note sodesponding and doubtful a tone 
ey in the editorial columns of the 

“ARMER, in the issue of the 15th ult.. for 
we fear its effect upon both farmers and 
the company alike. The statement about 
the refuse pulp and lime are rather surpris- 
ing to us outsiders. Instead of a ready de- 
mand for it. according ‘o its intrinsic 
worth. we now understand that it accumu- 
lates at the factory to sucha degree as to 
threaten the failure of the enterprise. So 
high an estimate of the value of beets for feed 
is so almost universally entertained, that the 
wonder is, that any and every feeder of 
cattle within reasonable distance of the 
works does not readily take the refuse, at 
the low price put upon it. Unless there is 
some mistake in the figures about the cost 
of a factory for the raw sugar, Aroostook 
county may as well at once give up all no- 
tion of raising the sugar beets. Still it 
seems apparent to us here that with a large 
central establishment in successful opera- 
tion, where many of the preliminary steps 
might be taken, such as the manufacture of 
the bone black, lime, ete.. the investment 
necessary for the production of the raw 
sugar might be brought down toa reasona- 
ble figure. The establishments for making 
the raw cane sugar. which we have visited 
in Louisiana, seem thoroughly suited to 
their work, and without extravagant out- 
lay. The article contributed to the columns 
of she FARMER some little time ago by 
Mr. John Sparrow was very practical in its 
statements, and the allusion to co-operation 
among the German farmers and the use of 
frozen beets, are of much importance to 
dwellers outside the present ‘belt’ of sugar 
production. . FRANCIS BARNEs. 

Houlton. 





For the Maine Farmer. 


Sowing and Planting. 


Some personal experience the present 
year in sowing wheni ‘as led me to make 
some enquiries with ;vference to the num- 
ber of bushels we should sow to the acre. 
Of course the condition of the ground and 
the quality of the wheat should be taken 
into the account. ‘The question arises. Do 
we sew enough to the acre? Fifty years 
ago. one bushel to the acre was the rule. 
Now, from one and a half to two bushels is 
the general rule. It has been some twenty 
years since Isowed any wheat. The pres- 
ent year I sowed two acres and planned to 
use two bushels to the acre, of the Lost Na- 
tion variety, but found to my surprise that 
I was spreading it at the rate of about 
four bushels to the acre, on about one-third 
of an acre. The remainder of the piece I 
sowed at less than a bushel and a half to 
the acre. The result has been that on the 
one-third of an acre I harvested at the rate 
of thirty-five bushels, or more than twice 
as much as ever I secured on an acre. The 
rest of the piece realized about in the 
ratio of the amount of seed sown. If I 
had sown my whole piece as at the first, I 
should have doubled my crop. The ques- 
tion has arisen in my own mind that we 
might sow wheat more heavily than usual. 
As we are becoming a wheat growing State 
mers 
through the Farmer on this subject. 

In sowing oats, I have sometimes sowed 
three or more bushels to the acre; at other 
times, two and a half bushels. Much of 
my land where I have sowed them is rather 





too rich, so that they are apt to lodge. I | 
have not been able as yet to satisfy myself 
as to the quantity I should sow under the 
circumstances. In planting corn, I have 
been in the habit of putting from five to | 
seven kernels in the hill. and removing all 
but four shoots, sometimes leaving five toa 
hill. What will our best corn raisers say | 
to that? In planting potatoes, especially 
Early Rose, I put in enough to average | 
about four stalks to the hill. My impres-| 
sion is that we are apt to plant too many 
eyes ina hill. What will our great pototo 
raisers say to this? If my notions are 
wrong, Lhope some correspondent of the 
FARMER will cudgel them out of me and | 
tell the truth. tT. 
Bethel. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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For the Maine Farmer. 


Lotter from Nowa Scotia. 


Having a few hours of time to spare and 
we read in some pious book that ‘’Na- 
tan finds some mischief still for idle 
hands to do.” and not being anxious to be 
employed by him, I thought I would send 
youa few jottings from Wolfville, as it 
may well be called the Hub” at present. 
Well,-to begin, potatoes are in demand at 
the rate of thirty cents a bushel of five 
pecks and as many more as they can 
get. although sixty pounds is the lawful 
weight per bushel. I have come to the 
conclusion that the farmers here are the 
most generous and peaceable men to be 
found when they tolerate such an imposi- 
tion. The potato crop was good here of- 
ten producing four hundred bushels to the 
acre. Wheat was a splendid crop, averag- 
ing thirty bushels to the acre, and when 
made into flour is far superior to the Cana- 
dian article that now takes the place of the 
American flour formerly imported into our 
Province. Oats yielded about forty-five 
bushels to the acre, a good crop. Corn is 
not planted on a large scale here, but this 
season the early frost injured it so that was 
a failure. 

The greatest drawback we have. and one 
that is most inconvenient atthe closing of | 
the year. isthe searcity of money, an ar- 
ticle mach sought after by traders and oth- 
ers, but hard to tint as the drain to Ottawa 
to fill the coffers of our task masters, ab- 
sorbs allof our surplus funds to sustain a| 
grinding National Policy. I hope the} 
time is not distant when the Maritime} 
Provinces will have an untrammelled trade 
with the United States. 

Wolfville, Kings Co.. N.S. 

AN OLD SUBSCRIBER. 
+e 
For the Maine Farmer. 


Notes and Queries. 











METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. An 
abstract of the Meteorological Observa- 
tions taken at the Maine State College of 
Agricultural and the Mechanical Arts, for 
the month of October, 1879. 

Lat. 44° 52° 2° N. Lon. 68° 40° 11° W. 


| 
Altitude above the sea, 120 feet. 


Mean temperature, 33.41 | 
Maximum ™ 57.3 | 
Minimum * 2.6 | 
Mean of warmest day, (15th,) Md | 
Mean of coldest day. (22d.) 12.6 


Mean per centage of cloudiness, 6 
Ant of rain er melted snow in gauge, 2.98 


Amt of snow, 10.00 
Directions and force of win Ils:—N. W. & 
W., 44; 8. W. @&S., 28; S. E. & E., .113] 

N. E. & N. 17. 

Mean height of barometer in inches, 29.917 | 
Maximum “ 30.403 | 
Minimum, * ‘ 28.091 | 


Mean force of vapor sufficient to sus- 
tain a column of mercury in height, .167in. | 
Mean humidity of the atmosphere, — .7Gin. | 
A Goop Sreer. Wim. F. Eldred, of 
Belgrade Hill, has a steer, that I think is 
hard to beat. and is worthy of something 
more than a passing notice. This steer was | 
one year old last March, and his girth is 
six feet, and he is four feet and six inches in | 
height, and six feet and two inches from 
top of head. to peak of rump. Heis by a 
full blood Durham bull, formerly owned 
by N. G. Lyford, and of the Uunderwood 
stock, and dam is a large cow being one-| 
half Hereford, and one-half Durham. He 
is a very deep red, with white face, and 
fine set of horns, and for symetry of form | 
in all parts, is hard to equal. Tis owner | 
tells me that he would either buy, or sell} 
at a reasonable rate. Who can match him?| 
This steer is not fatand does not have any 
extra feed. A. E. Favour. 
North Belgrade. 


I bought a shoat the 19th of Dec. 1878, 
for which I paid $3.00; we judged it weight 
75 Ibs.; fed it with milk through the winter 
and till July, than fed it meal the remain- 
ing time; killed it the 28th of Nov. 1879 
and its dressed weight was 613 lbs. being 
nearly 1 and 25 Ibs, per day. A MILLS. 

Corinna, 

Sound advice in the the FARMER vol. 48, 
No. 1, Speculation. Wheat not quite so 
good as last year but the rise in flour will 
make that all right for him who has none 
to buy. Potatoes not rotting very much. 
Weather warm with an occasional cold snap. 
Quite a panic in the sheep trade. Most of 
the farmers in this vicinity will winter a 
small flock. Sheep do well on this cold, 
rocky, rough lanl. Productions of the 
farm are in as good demand as anything at 
present. Farmers have no cause to com- 
plain. W.5. 

North Searsport. 


Mr. J. W. Davis, of East Denmark, has 
a pair of Grade Durham red steers, three 
years old last April, that measured seven 
feet and two inches anl are seven feet and 
three inches long. They have worked on a 
farm the same as oxen since they were 
nine months old, and for looks, size, and 
works they are said (by good judges) to be 
hard to beat. They are for sale. 

Eust Denmark. SUBSCRIBER. | 

How is this? Lately in Mass.,I saw a 
man distributing thousands of frait trees. 
I asked him about it and he said the autumn 
was the right time. 1 told him that 
Down East” we got ours in the spring. 
He said that was for the accommodation of 


the seller. It strikes me that the au- 
tumn is best for the trees. How is it? 
Burlington. J. W. Porrer. 


ANswWer. As arule, we think it better 
to transplant hardy trees in autumn, pro- 
vided the conditions are favorable. They 
will start earlier inthe spring and make a 
better and hardier growth. ‘Tender trees 
such as the peach, apricot, &c., generglly 
succeed best when set out in the..spring. 
In heavy wet soils it would be only a 
waste of time and money to transplant in 
autumn, and in fact, such soil until prop- 
erly drained, is unfit to receive trees at 
anytime. Like many other things, the 
rule must vary according to circumstances. 





KR@™ Two or three useful hints to pou 
try eaters are thus givenin The Fanciers’ 
Journal: The reason poultry killed , at 
home, though young, is not as tender as 
that bought at the market, ie thatthe for- 
mer is generally not killed until wanted, 
and. when eaten, is still rigid with death, 
while that bought at the poulterer’s has 
been killed at least hours—more 
days. Poultry ought to be killed several 
days before being eaten, dressed at once, 
and, with a few bits of charcoal in it, hung 
ina cool place. If poultry are kept from 
food and drink at least twelve hours be- 
fore killing, the crop and intestines will be 
emptied, and any superfluity of secretions 
exhausted. The flesh will be juicy, and 
the fat firm. If left three days without 
food or drink, though in g condition 

reviously, the flesh will be dry and taste- 
Renend th fat soft. Never buy an un- 
drawn fowl. The gas from the crop and 
intestines will taint 





jand rabbit. whic 


| easily. 


| costly present would, 


“3 le ; ’ 
| Christinas is coming! 


often 


Woman's Department. 


For the Woman's Department. 
About Christmas. 


Gussie inquires what she can make for 
the coming Christmas, and of late I have 
been asking nryself the same question. 
Truly “It's more blessed to give than to 
receive,” but can one give with only pen- 
nies in the purse, that would gladly deal 
out dollars for Christmas gifta? ~ Very 
many things, if one has time and “A Me: 4 
at fancy things.” I have little of either, 


| but L will tell Gussie what I had roughly 


sketched in my mind to make aa soon as 


| there is a lull in the housework an fall 


sewing. Wristers are always useful and 
pretty. I have colored yarn for several 
pairs, a rich, dark brown. Used *Poirrier's 
French Dye Colors.” By the way, I like 
this dye stuff much. Have used green and 
brown, and could not ask for better suc- 
cess. Have colored a quantity of moss and 
dried grass with the green. cannot say 
how lasting the colors will be in goods, but 
a wreath dyed a year ago is as fresh and 
green now as if the moss was just gath- 
ered from the woods, The brown yarn I 
intend knitting into wristers, seam “One 
and one.” If for a gentleman, fringe 
about the wrist with bright worsted. For 
myself, I crochet four or five times around 
them for a finish. Commencing where the 
wrister is bound off, crochet three stitches 
and loop into every other stitch. When 
once around, commence to crochet again 
two stitches further down on the wrister. 
I think Pearly will like them better knit 
than crocheted throughout. I know one 
little boy whose mother is planning to 
crochet for him as Christmas gifts a pretty 
collar of feather braid and a cunnin 

worsted scarf, brown centre with nore | 
searlet ends. “Children of a larger 
growth,” IL think, like to find *“Some- 
thing good to eat” in their stockings, as 
well as the little ones. When candy and 
peanuts fail, I fall back on corn balls, and 
do not see but that they give just as much 
satisfaction. Fanciful cut sugar cookies 
with big raisins pressed into the dough, 
will make bright eyes dance. If you have 
little scalloped baking tins, you can make 
dainty sponge cakes in them and, after 
frosting the tops, ornament them with the 
initial letter of the child's name, using bits 
of red peppermints, or by forcing frosting 
with a knitting needle through a small pa- 


| per tunnel, letting the foamy, white thread 
| form the letter. 


Doughnut boys, girls, ele- 
phants and horses raise a shout and help 
fill up the stocking. These same animals 


| may be made in not so perishable a condi- 
| tion by cutting them from cloth and etuff- 


ing them with bran or cotton. They make 
excellent playthings for little ones. I have 
patterns of a dog, elephant, cat, rag baby 

h I will copy for Gussie if 
she will send me her address. The first 
two patterns named I know to be good. 
Ilave not used the others, For children a 
little older, paper dolls afford much pleas- 
ure. Paste white cloth on to each side of 
Bristol board, from which cut the dolls. 
Paint the face, hair, hands, ete., to sult 
your fancy. I paste thin. bright cloth on 
to paper and cut a variety of garments. 
The cloth keeps them from tearing out 
There is no end to the pretty sults 
one can make by ingenious cutting and 
painting. These dolls and garments, ar- 
ranged in a pretty box, will give a little 
girl more pleasure than many a far more 
To those who are 
intending to buy their children such Christ- 
mas gifts, let me ask them to let the cheap 
watch, flashy jewelry, needless perfume 
and treacherous gun or pistol remain where 
they are, and instead buy for them a good 
book, or better yet, subseribe for a young 
folks healthy paper or magazine. Christ- 
mas memories will keep fresh then all the 


j year, and the influence of such a paper 
| coming to your household, week after week, 


and being carefully read, will have a deal 
to do with the moulding of the young mind. 
Fer most of us it 
has the sweetest, saddest memories,—imem- 
ories of those who once lovingly planned 
auch glad surprises for us and who now are 
beyond the reach of all earthly giving and 
receiving. It seems so strange that all 
these days can come and go,—our holidays, 
birthdays, thanksgiving days,— and they 
have no part in them, when once they made 
those joyful days what they were to us. 
But the years go by and “No voice is heard 
no sign is given.” Faith alone breaks the 
dreary silence and spans the fathomless 
distance. CLARISSA POTTER. 
Madison. 
aaa 
For the Woman's Department. 


Mon Folks in the Eitchen. 


While looking over the Woman's Depart- 
ment in the FArMeRr of October 8th, I saw 
that Jane ¥isher agreed with Clarissa Pot- 
ter in regard to men folks not occupying 
the kitchen when the housework is going 
on, but I cannot agree with them at all on 
that subject. for I think if men spent more 
of their idle time in the kitchen with their 
wives, they would not wonder what their 
wives found to keep them busy all of the 
time, as some men do. ~ For my part, I en- 
joy my husband's company in the kitchen 
very much, and! think he enjoys being 
with me, when I am obliged to occupy the 
domestic part of the house, as much as he 
does when Lam in the parlor; and he al- 
ways lends a helping hand and is not mis- 
taken in thinking he is helping me. When 
I am tired, and he enters the kitchen and 
cannot stop only long enough to «peak a 
pleasant word, that helps me, for it eheers 
me up and almost makes me forget that I 
am tired. And when we have a stormy day 
and my husband cannot find employment 
out of doors, I find itis a great help to have 
him come into the house and assist perhaps 
in chopping meat and apples for mince pies, 
or lifting a heavy kettle and doing many 
other things, besides churning and bringing 
water. Still Clarissa and Jane think we 
ought not to allow our men folks in the 
kitchen, when the housework is going on. 
Well, we ought not to, if they are so stupid 
that we almost have to move them out of 
our way. But if they can assist you a very 
little, Jane, do let them, even if they do not 
do everything just right. for we find plenty 
of men that almost tremble if they are 
obliged to pass through the kitchen, for 
fear there will be a pail of water to get or 
some other little chore to do. I say, I 
would not have my men folks get out of 
the habit of occupying the kitchen when 
the housework is going on, for they always 
intend to make themselves useful as well 


as ornamental. Erra. 
Jefferson. 
—— ——+er--  — -- 
For the Woman's Department. 
Lamp Mats. 


I have long thought of writing something 
for the Woman's Department for L love to 
read the dear old FARMER and especially 
the Woman's Department. I look for that 
first. I think Nina’s knit edging is beauti- 
ful, and will send a pattern for a lamp mat. 
Cut a piece of stiff paper round ae large as 
a tea plate, or larger if you want a large 
one, take pieces of silk, cut them In squares 
about an inch square, fold in half squares 
and gather the olan. sew on, begin on the 
outside of the paper, put a row of black 
and then brown, and bright colors, and so 
on until itis done. Most any one can have 
one for we all have bits of ribbon that will 
work in and look real pretty. I will also 
send a receipt for snap cakes. One cup of 
sugar, One of molasses, one cup of butter 
or lard, a spoonful of ginger, a spoonful of 
vinegar, and.one of soda, mix hard with 
flour and roll thin, bake quickly. 

Eviza H. 
ee ee 

B@"Flowers in cha ble colors, of 
which mention has al been made, are 
to be very popular, 





roses of “canaque” and blue, ruby and 
¢ ble rose color, and yellow combined 
with brown, are very and rich in 


coloring, and for this reason are eles 
gant. — 
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